
Corporate

Reinvention

Christopher

Pappas

President and CEO 

of Trinseo and 

Chairman of the 

Society of Chemical 

Industry

Lifetime 

Achievement

Roque 

Benavides

Chairman of 

Buenaventura 

and Past Board 

Member of the World 

Gold Council

Tuesday December 5, 2017  •  11:30 am – 2:30 pm

Metropolitan Club, 1 E 60th St, New York, NY 10022

www.cmeacs.org 

Science 

Involvement

David 

Skorton

13th Secretary of the 

Smithsonian 

Institution and Past 

President of Cornell 

University

Extraordinary 

Innovation

John 

Keller 

President and CEO of 

Shionogi Inc. and 

President of the New 

York Pharma Forum



PROGRAM

REGISTRATION

LUNCHEON

INTRODUCTION

ACS Scholar 

CME Chair – Charles Brumlik

ACS President – Allison Campbell

AWARDS PRESENTATION

CME Host – George Rodriguez

Corporate Reinvention – Christopher Pappas

Extraordinary Innovation – John Keller

Lifetime Achievement – Roque Benavides

Science Involvement – David Skorton

CLOSING REMARKS

ACS 2016 President – Donna Nelson

ANNUAL STEM AWARDS

Inspiring leadership has been the hallmark of the Chemical Marketing and

Economic Group (CME) of ACS NY, a topical group founded in 1954.

Established in 2012, the Leadership AwardsTM are the highest honors given by

CME to leaders of industry, investments, and other sectors, for their

contributions to science, technology, engineering and mathematics initiatives.

CME organizes monthly luncheons and webcasts in Manhattan where industry

leaders present cutting-edge outlooks on energy, materials & life science.

Founded in 1876 and Chartered by the U.S. Congress, ACS is the world’s

largest scientific society with 158,000 members. This ACS ChemLuminary

award-winning event is a fundraiser to help advance STEM programs.

December 5, 2017

11:30 am – 2:30 pm

Metropolitan Club

1 E 60th St, New 

York, NY 10022

Schedule

11:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Registration

12 pm - 1 pm 

Luncheon

1 pm – 2:30 pm 

Awards Presentation

info@cmeacs.org

mailto:contact@cmeacs.org


Corporate Reinvention

Christopher Pappas – Trinseo President and CEO.

With focus on safety, technology, financial discipline

and growth, Trinseo has tripled in value in the last

three years. Pappas was named to lead Trinseo in

2010 when it was carved out from Dow Chemical. In

2014, Trinseo was renamed from Styron. Pappas has

a 35-plus year career in the chemicals and plastics

industry. Pappas started his career at Dow in 1978.

He held executive positions at DuPont Dow

Elastomers LLC and NOVA Chemicals where he

became its President and CEO. Pappas serves on

the Board of Directors for FirstEnergy and Univar.

Previously, he has served on the Board of Directors

for Methanex, NOVA Chemicals and Allegheny

Energy. He holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering from

Georgia Tech and an MBA from Wharton.

PAST HONOREES

2016

Len Blavatnik

Access Industries

JP Clamadieu

Solvay

David Cote

Honeywell

Charles Bolden

NASA

2015

Roy Vagelos

Regeneron/Merck

Erik Fyrwald

Univar

Scott Wolff

American 

Securities

Tracy Day and 

Brian Green WSF

2014

Andrew Liveris

Dow Chemical

Thomas Connelly

DuPont

Thomas Kirchler

OEP/JPMorgan 

Chase

Anna Powers

NYU

Extraordinary Innovation

John Keller – Shionogi President and CEO. Under

his leadership Shionogi has tripled in value in the last

three years thanks to small molecule drug

innovations and enhanced commercialization

capabilities. Since joining Shionogi in 2010, Keller

obtained its first two US NDA approvals focused on

core therapeutic areas, including Infectious Disease

and Pain/CNS. Keller joined Shionogi Inc. in July of

2010, and was appointed as President and CEO in

2011. He was promoted to Senior Executive Officer

of Shionogi & Co. Ltd in 2017. He was a Partner in

SR One and served as CBO of Incyte. He had a 16

year tenure at GlaxoSmithKline. He is President of

the New York Pharma Forum and a Board member

of ViiV Healthcare. Keller holds a Ph.D. in

microbiology and a Bachelor degree in biology.

STEM BUSINESS & INNOVATION



STEM INDUSTRY & OUTREACH2013

Jon M. Huntsman

Huntsman Corp.

Fernando Musa

Braskem

Peter and David 

DeLeeuw

Lion Chemical 

Partners

2012

Peter McCausland

Airgas

Juan Pablo 

del Valle

Mexichem

John Televantos

Arsenal Capital 

Partners

Chris Hillenbrand

Regis High School

ACS NY

ACS was founded in 

New York City in 

1876, and the New 

York Section was the 

first to give a 

National Prize. Since 

1903, the prestigious 

Nichols Award has 

been given to 

110 scientists, 16 

went on to receive a 

Nobel Prize.

Science Involvement

David Skorton – 13th Secretary of the Smithsonian

Institution (SI), the world’s largest research and

museum complex. An ardent supporter of the arts

and humanities, he oversees 19 museums and

galleries, 20 libraries, the National Zoo and

numerous education and research centers. He

manages an annual budget of $1.3 billion and 6,500

employees. Topics of vital public interest include

sustainability solutions on a large scale. Since 2015,

SI opened the National Museum of African American

History and Culture; and elevated the arts to a

priority along with scientific, historical and cultural

research and programs. Skorton, 67, a board-

certified cardiologist, previously was the president of

Cornell University, a position he held from July 2006.

He was also a professor at Weill Cornell Medical

College and in Cornell’s College of Engineering.

Lifetime Achievement

Roque Benavides – Chairman of Buenaventura the

first Peruvian mining company to be listed at NYSE

and the largest owner of mining rights in the country.

A most influential figure in Latin-America, he has

championed sustainable mining and education. He

has received medals by the governments of Brazil,

Ecuador and Italy. He is a member of the Board of

Directors of Peru’s largest Bank, Banco de Crédito

del Perú, and UNACEM. He is President of the

Peruvian Confederation of Private Business

Institutions (CONFIEP), Past Board Member of the

World Gold Council, Past President of the Silver

Institute, Past President of the Peruvian Mining, Oil,

and Energy Association. He holds degrees in Civil

Engineering (PUCP) and an MBA (Reading, U.K.).

He has completed programs at Harvard and Oxford.



SOCIETY SPEAKERSACS FOR LIFE

Public Outreach

Elementary/Middle High 

School

High School

Community College

Undergraduate

Graduate

Young Professionals

Professionals

Educators

ACS STEM 

RESOURCES

American Association of 

Chemistry Teachers

ACS Scholars. 

K-12 Chemistry 

Festivals

K-12 National Chemistry 

Week

9-12 SEED Summer 

Internships

International Chemistry 

Olympiads

CME STEM Student 

Business Luncheons

2016 ACS President

Donna Nelson – A professor of chemistry at the

University of Oklahoma, Dr. Nelson was the scientific

advisor in the award-winning TV series Breaking

Bad. She holds a B.S. in chemistry and a Ph.D. in

chemistry from the University of Texas at Austin.

She has been a member of the ACS since 1975.

CME Chair

Charles Brumlik – Managing Director at Nano-Biz

LLC in Branchburg, NJ. Advises multinational

corporations, investors, startups, and governments

on technology assessment and commercialization.

Has 20+ nanotechnology publications and patents on

materials. Holds a PhD in chemistry and a JD.

CME Past Chair and Host

George Rodriguez – Management advisor on

business strategy and technology partnering. Served

at Asahi Glass, Nagase and Pfizer. Has led original

programs, such as the Leadership Awards, that

positioned CME as a premier ACS topical group. B.S.

Chemical Engineering, M.S. Industrial Management.

.

2017 ACS President

Allison Campbell – American chemist who is known in the areas of

biomineralization, biomimetics and biomaterials for her innovative

work on bioactive coatings for medical implants. She was director for

the Earth and Biological Sciences Directorate at the Pacific

Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) of the Department of Energy.



A STEM FAMILY GATHERING

2014 ACS scholars, mentors and sponsors (above). 2015 Alan Alda and the CME Board (below). 

2014 David Womack, IBM Watson Head of Chemicals, presented artificial intelligence advances.

STEM SUPPORT

ACS Scholars program 

awards scholarships to 

minority students. Over 

1,500 STEM students 

have graduated with a 

bachelor’s degree since 

1996. 42% went on to 

graduate school.

CME student leadership 

development to sharpen 

communication skills 

and give views of the 

broad range of the 

industries of chemistry

ACS Chemistry 

Festivals for K-12 

students worldwide

Student travel overseas 

to help the progress of 

CME ACS activities

Development of tools for 

teachers and professors

Expansion of ACS 

International Chapters 

for STEM student 

programs

awards@cmeacs.org

2015 honoree for Private Equity, Scott Wolff (left) and for Global Growth, Erik Fyrwald (right)

mailto:info@cmeacs.org


FESTIVE. WARM.  INSPIRATIONAL.

Juan Pablo del Valle, 

2012 honoree, and family.

2015 honoree Roy 

Vagelos and wife Diana

Jon Huntsman, 2013 honoree, 

granddaughter Kate and son Paul.

2012 Chemistry Olympiad US Gold 

Medalist Chris Hillenbrand (center left)

Sonneborn and Peroxichem executives celebrating the 

Diamond Jubilee of CME Group of ACS New York.

Since 2011 CME has helped over 300 STEM students develop networking and leadership skills.

PIONEER

Since 1954 CME has:

Addressed the needs of 

the broad range of 

industries of chemistry.

Organized over 500 

events on the business 

of chemistry.

Became ACS Scholars 

National Partner. 

Organized the first ACS 

NASA Journey to Mars 

Symposium

Founded leadership 

awards for chemistry 

stakeholders.

Received 4 coveted 

ACS ChemLuminary 

Awards (2 for Global 

Engagement).

Supported over 400 free 

student business 

luncheons in NYC.

Championed one of the 

first two International 

Chapters of ACS in 

South America.

Helped organize six 

International Chemistry 

Festivals.

Offered webcasts of 

monthly presentations 

without interruption 

since 2009. 



CME events organized in association with

*Fostering Innovation and Workforce Development through CME Activities 

NASA

KPMG


